APPENDIX I

Foreign Office, and the support of both was necessary. Peel therefore con-
tinued in office and repealed the Corn Laws, but was defeated on a Coercion
Bill in 1846 by a combination of Whigs and Protectionists, and resigned.
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3.  Whig Government^ 1846-1852

Prime Minister: Lord John Russell.

Peel was defeated in 1846 by the Protectionists supporting the Whigs.
The Queen sent for Lord John Russell who, after seeing Peel, undertook to
form a Government, though in a minority in the House of Commons. It
remained without an effective majority even after the general election of
1847, but could rely on Peelite support. In 1851 a Franchise motion which
was opposed by the Government was passed in the House of Commons, and
the Government resigned. In informal discussion, it was agreed that the
Queen ought to send for Lord Stanley, as the leader of the Protectionist
Opposition. The Protectionists had not, however, been responsible for the
defeat, and Lord Stanley considered that it ought first to be seen whether
some other Government was not possible. He suggested a coalition of Whigs
and Peelites; but if it was clear that no other Government could be formed,
he would accept the obligation of forming a Protectionist Government. The
Queen then sent for Lord John Russell and Sir James Graham (as a prominent
Peelite) to put the case before them. The Duke of Wellington, Lord Aber-
deen, and Russell and Graham again were consulted in ensuing discussions.
Ultimately, the Peelites refused to serve with Russell, and Lord Stanley was
again asked to form a Government. Stanley attempted to obtain Peelite
support; and, this failing, a Protectionist party meeting decided that he could
not take office owing to the .refusal of some of his prominent supporters to
join a Government. Lord John Russell was then sent for and he agreed to
resume office. He being unable to obtain Peelite support, the Whig Govern-
ment was restored. After the dismissal of Lord Palmerston from the Foreign
Office, however, the Government was defeated in 1852 on the'Militia Bill,
and resigned.
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